A Chat about the Champ Show

Held October 10 2004


Firstly, I thank members and the Committee for the opportunity to judge one of my favourite breeds, with a special thanks to whomever was responsible for organizing the weather which could not have been better – lovely sunshine with a just-cool-enough breeze.


It was interesting to compare the difference in the breed since I judged the Beardie Champ Show many years ago.  Overall the breed has improved in all aspects.  There is less divergence of type; movement has improved greatly; size has stabilised – no short legs, nor short coupling.  Handling and presentation were first class.  That was the good news!  Now for the bad!


Some skulls were far too narrow, resulting in ears placed too far back, this is accompanied by a long narrow muzzle.  A few years ago heads were a little too short with short broad muzzles.  No doubt the pendulum will shortly begin to swing back the other way.


Now to the pelvises – too many short and flat resulting in tails finishing short of the hocks and raised too high on the move, the tail of a working dog serves as a stabilizer when the dog twists and turns when herding.  OK we know that the majority of show dogs would never see sheep, let alone work them but I belong to the judging fraternity that believes dogs should still be able to perform the task for which they were originally bred.  


Overall the breed would appear to be in good hands with some lovely youngsters coming through.  


The highlight of the day was when the majority of dogs present were let off their leashes and went charging around the park playing chasey, young and old alike behaving like exuberant pups with not a growl nor a single bad attitude.  There are not many breeds that would behave in this wonderful manner.


Congratulations are also in order for the participants in the Obedience section, where everybody supports each other – good to see this sort of comradeship.  I wish some would flow over to the conformation rings.


Good luck to each and every one.

Norma Griffin. 

